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Subject: FTA Comments on Draft Non-Metropolitan Local Official Consultatio n Process
From: "Bowman, Jennifer (TRO-10)" <Jennifer.Bowman@fta.dot.gov>
Date: Thu, 12 Feb 2004 13:49:04 -0800
To: "'stip@dot.state.ak.us'" <stip@dot.state.ak.us>
CC: "Serrano, Peter <FHWA>" <Peter.Serrano@fhwa.dot.gov>

Greetings Division of Program Development,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft of your
Non-Metropolitan Local Official Consultation Process.  Please consider the
following recommendations:

- The primary purpose and objectives are clearly outlined.  However, certain
citations can be specified with more detail.  

                The public involvement procedures for STP and STIP as
outlined in the Alaska Administrative Code should be referred to as 17 AAC
05.135 for STP and 17 AAC 05.160 for STIP, instead of 17 AAC 05 as currently
stated, as 17 AAC 05 refers to the entire set of administrative codes for
DOT&PF.  You may also wish to inform the reader how to find Alaska
Administrative Code website at
http://touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/AAC/Title17/Chapter005.htm.

                The document notes the availability of its online/electronic
version at DOT&PF's internet homepage (<http://www.dot.state.ak.us>).  After
reviewing the website, I found that much navigation was required to find the
document online.  Including the direct online document address, if possible,
or clearer navigation instructions will be helpful.  

- The first bullet on Page 2 notes that "Cities and Boroughs impacted by
change(s) in STP or its area plan components, STIP updates and major STIP
amendments will be informed... This notification will give a deadline for
comments so that they can be considered prior to approval of the change in
the STP or STIP."  While not required by federal regulation, we believe
setting a minimum time period for comments deadlines (e.g. 30 to 60 days),
as seen in 23 CFR 450.212 (i), will lead to a more engaging and consistent
public involvement policy.

        23 CFR 450.212 (i) states that "The State, at its discretion, shall
be responsible for determining whether to adopt any proposed modifications.
If a proposed modification is not adopted, the State shall make publicly
available its reasons for not accepting the proposed modification, including
notification to non-metropolitan local officials or their associations."
FTA recommends the draft document to be revised to better reflect and
clearly state the aforementioned portion of the regulation.

- Your draft procedures do not address consultation with tribal governments.
We recommend that you include your proposed consultation process with tribal
governments as well.
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